Andover Historical Society - The Beginnings

A Note From Our President

August 8, 1991 - “Historic Andover Building Faces City
Condemnation”. This headline from The Andover JournalAdvocate was the inspiration this group of dedicated
individuals needed to work for the preservation of historic
buildings so that future generations of Andoverites would
not be deprived of their town’s fascinating history.

Are you among a select group of people who
truly understand the significance of history? The
Andover Historical Society needs your help in
our continuing efforts to preserve Andover’s his
tory. Do you feel that preserving Andover’s past is
important? Dollar for dollar, historic preservation
is one of the greatest tourist attractions and
is important for our community’s econom
ic
development. Everything that enters our lives
has been history or will be history. Help us to
ensure that Andover’s rich history is preserved
and passed from this generation to the next by
joining our growing family of members. You can
pick up a 2016 Membership Application form
at the museum. Membership dues help to pay
museum operating expenses, utilities, etc. and
help to make new museum upgrades possible.
Because Andover Historical Society, Inc. is a
501(c)3 organization, your financial donation is
tax deductible.

June 25, 1992 - The Andover Historical Society had
already begun collecting donations from many interested
citizens.
June 29, 1992 - Standing at 1541 North Main Street in
Andover was a 110-year-old building called the Old Van
Biber General Store, or “Old Store” as it came to be
affectionately termed. Due to its somewhat dilapidated
condition and complaints from neighbors, this building
was condemned at a hearing held in Andover City Court
on June 29, 1992, and was to be razed by September 1st
of the same year.
July 20, 1992 - An appeal of the condemnation was filed
with the Butler County District Court.
July 29, 1992 - Much to the chagrin of the city council, a
temporary restraining order against the razing was signed
by Judge Sanders on July 29.
August 8, 1992 - The Andover Historical Society was
officially incorporated with the State of Kansas.
August 1992 - The city motioned to dismiss the restraining
order, but once again Judge Sanders ruled in favor of the
Society. A petition drive was begun, 3000 fund-raising
postcards were ordered, a delay on the razing of the Old
Store had been granted.
August 26, 1992 - The first election of officers was held.
Debbie Dolecek was elected President, Steve Buckley Vice
President, Janice Collins Secretary/Treasurer. The Board
of Directors included these three elected officers plus
Virginia Knebler, Jo Clark, Barbara Volavka and Robert
Collins.
August 31, 1993 - The city council voted to proceed with
the demolition of the Old Store.
September 8, 1993 - The Old Van Biber General Store was
razed.
Dec 2001 - The Andover State Bank deeded the Original
Bank building at Harrison and Main, our first museum
location, to Andover Historical Society, Inc. Unfortunately
structural issues also lead to it eventually being razed.

We are still selling engraved bricks. Remember
your loved one, your class or commemorate a
special event. An order form available at museum.
We would also appreciate your support by
volunteering your time to the museum.
Additionally, if you have interesting items or
stories relating to Andover’s past (recent or
historic) that you would like to share, please Give
Carol a call. For information or to schedule a visit
call Carol at 775-3656 or Phyllis at 733-0496 or
Charles at 733-1175.
Thank you for supporting our Museum!
Carol Moser

Andover Historical Society, Board President

Andover Historical Museum

2016 Update

The Museum is located at 937 N. Andover Rd.,
just north of the Andover Fire Department
in the Old City Library Building.
The Museum is Open:
Tuesday thru Thursday 11-3 and Saturday 1-4.
Winter Hours:
Tuesday & Thursday 11-2 and Saturday 1-4

The Andover Historical Museum is operated
by the Andover Historical Society, Inc. This
is the place to learn about the life and times
of Andover and Western Butler County, from
its early years in the 1860s to present time.
Displays include a wide variety of artifacts,
memorabilia, photos and documents with
special collections pertaining to Andover.
Exciting changes are taking place.

One of many changes is that The Andover
Historical Society and the City of Andover
have recently agreed on a 25-year lease for
our new location. With the security of a
long term home, we are now able to go
forward with improvements to our exhibits
and make the Community proud of our
museum. But we need your support if our
dream of building The Andover Historical
Museum into one of the finest museums
in Kansas is to come true. Volunteers have
already begun painting and refreshing the
inside of the museum.

The Gilmore House

The biggest, most exciting change is the
relocation of the Gilmore House, one of the
few remaining historic buildings in Andover.
The move to the property behind the museum
occurred on Labor Day 2015. Everything went
smoothly and over the next several months
we will start restoring the old house and its
interior so that our community can experience
living in the 1800s.

The Gilmore House
was built in the 1870s,
when hardworking
pioneers were making
their way west and the
railroad was making its
way across our nation.
It was donated to the
Andover Historical
Society by Mrs. Frances
Fortney, a long-time
resident of the Andover
area. Mrs. Fortney had
fond memories of living
in the Gilmore House.

The House has been set on its new foundation
and restoration work has begun. Come watch
the progress and learn about the house and the
people who once called it home.

Check-out these interesting displays:
Original Town Water Pump

A wagon once owned by
the Original Marlboro
Man at his ranch near
Junction City, Kansas

Gino Salerno tree carving,
the first in Butler County

Revamped and relocated
medical/dentist exhibit and
barber quarters

World War I and II uniforms
and memorabilia

Pump Organ from the late
1800s brought to Kansas
in a covered wagon

Restored 100-year-old
outhouse, built by
Tubby Knebler

Prairie home living display

Clothing, hats, pictures
and antique quilts

Toys and games
from by-gone days

